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Highlights

In 2023, 1 256 365 students were enrolled in government-funded vocational education and training (VET),
comprised of:
▪ 1 192 900 students enrolled in nationally recognised training
▪ 96 405 students enrolled in non-nationally recognised training.

In 2023, compared with 2022:
▪ students numbers increased by 5.0% to 1 256 365
▪ full-year training equivalents (FYTEs) increased by 6.2% to 502 130
▪ students enrolled in nationally recognised VET increased by 4.8% to 1 192 900
          - students enrolled in nationally recognised programs increased by 6.6% to 1 125 405
          - students enrolled in stand-alone nationally recognised subjects increased by 3.6% to 25 195
▪ students enrolled in non-nationally recognised training increased by 7.6% to 96 405.

An estimated 7.1% of the Australian resident population aged 15 to 64 years participated in government-
funded VET in 2023.

Over the five-year period from 2019 to 2023, student numbers increased by 9.2% to 1 256 365.
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Students

In 2023, 1 256 365 students were enrolled in government-funded VET, an increase of 5.0% from 2022.

In 2023, 1 192 900 government-funded students were enrolled in government-funded nationally
recognised VET, consisting of:
▪ training package qualifications (1 009 740 or 84.6% of students undertaking nationally recognised VET)
▪ accredited qualifications (92 915 students or 7.8%)
▪ training package skill sets (22 775 students or 1.9%)
▪ accredited courses (44 010 students or 3.7%)
▪ locally developed skill sets (70 605 students or 5.9%) and courses (8 155 students or 0.7%) comprised of
at least one nationally recognised subject
▪ stand-alone nationally recognised subjects (25 195 students or 2.1%).

Note that students are enrolled in one or more programs, others in stand-alone subjects, and some in a
combination of both.

Figure 1 Students enrolled in government-funded nationally recognised VET by type of training, 2022 and 2023 -
Australia
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In 2023, 96 405 government-funded students were enrolled in non-nationally recognised VET, consisting
of:
▪ non-nationally recognised programs including higher education qualifications (65 055 students)
▪ non-nationally recognised stand-alone subjects (31 605 students).

Note: Locally developed skill sets and courses are comprised of programs with at least one nationally recognised subject, delivered by a
registered training organisation.

2022 2023

Government-funded student and courses 2023 2



Students summary

In 2023, compared with 2022, government-funded student numbers in Australia increased by 5.0% to 1
256 365. Of those:

▪ 51.0% were female
▪ 7.0% were Indigenous
▪ 8.8% reported as having a disability
▪ 24.2% were aged between 15 to 19 years old
▪ 28.7% had a previous highest education level of year 12.

Note : For more detailed information please refer to the Government-funded students and courses 2023
annual DataBuilder.

Figure 2 Government-funded students by age group, 2022 and 2023 - Australia
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Figure 3 Government-funded students by previous highest level of education, 2022 and 2023 - Australia
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Figure 4 Government-funded students by state or territory, 2022 and 2023 - Australia
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Note : This chart is based on state/territory of data submitter. It shows an overall picture of Australia and does not update based on state/territory
selection.
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Full-year training equivalents (FYTEs)

Full-year training equivalents, or FYTEs, are a measure of activity undertaken by students on a full-time
basis within a year. One FYTE is equal to 720 reporting hours.

In 2023, there were 502 130 FTYEs in government-funded VET in Australia, an increase of 6.2% from 2022.

In 2023, there were 490 615 FTYEs in government-funded nationally recognised VET. The majority of
these FYTEs were in Training package qualifications (429 725 or 87.6%).

Figure 5 Government-funded FYTEs by nationally recognised type of training, 2022 and 2023 - Australia
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There were 11 510 FYTEs in government-funded non-nationally recognised VET in Australia. Consisting of:
▪ 8 305 FYTEs in non-nationally recognised programs including higher education qualifications
▪ 3 210 FYTEs in non-nationally recognised stand-alone subjects.

429 725
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Participation rate

In 2023, an estimated 7.1% of the Australian resident population aged 15 to 64 years participated in
government-funded VET. Participation was highest among those aged 15 to 19 years (at 18.9%).

Table 1 Estimated participation rate in government-funded VET, 2019 to 2023 (%) - Australia

15 to 19 years 19.0 18.5 19.7 19.0 18.9
20 to 24 years 12.9 13.6 15.3 14.5 13.4
25 to 44 years 6.0 6.4 6.6 6.2 6.4
45 to 64 years 3.1 3.3 3.3 3.0 3.2
15 to 64 years 6.8 7.0 7.4 7.0 7.1

Age 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Sources: NCVER, National VET Provider 2023; Australian Bureau of Statistics, National, State and Territory
population, (June) Quarterly Population Estimates by State/Territory, Sex and Age, Extracted June 2024.
Notes: The estimated participation rate is the number of VET students with a usual residential address in an
Australian state or territory, other Australian territories or dependencies and where the state/territory is Not
known. Usual residential address refers to where the student usually resides rather than a temporary
address a student relocates to for training, work, or other purposes.

Provider reporting type by year

In 2023, 1481 providers were delivering government-funded VET in Australia, an increase of 1.2% from
2022.

Table 2 Provider reporting type, 2019 to 2023 - Australia

TAFE institutes 25 24 24 24 24
Other 
government 
providers

10 10 10 10 10

Community 
education 
providers

340 316 317 295 285

Private training 
providers 1 039 979 979 956 978

Other training 
providers 259 251 243 232 235

Total 1 620 1 527 1 518 1 464 1 481

Provider 
reporting type 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Note: The total is a distinct count of training providers that submitted data through the state training authorities.

Students by provider reporting type

In 2023, compared with 2022, there were 1 256 365 students in Australia enrolled in government-funded
VET delivered by training providers, consisting of:
▪ 659 185 students at TAFE institutes, up 8.3%
▪ 54 575 at other government providers, up 10.4%
▪ 76 945 at community education providers, up 17.1%
▪ 421 200 at private training providers, down 0.9%
▪ 97 590 at other training providers, up 1.6%.
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Figure 6 Government-funded students by provider reporting type, 2022 and 2023 - Australia
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Note: The sum of students will not add to the 2023 total (1 256 365) for Australia as a student may have
enrolled in multiple provider types in a year.
'Other training providers' includes TAFE institutes undertaking training outside of their head office state or
territory.
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Program enrolments

In 2023, there were 1 502 340 enrolments in government-funded programs, an increase of 3.1% from
2022. Of these:
▪ 83.7% were in qualifications, including training package qualifications (76.6%) and accredited
qualifications (7.1%)
▪ 5.1% were in training package skill sets and accredited courses
▪ 6.1% were in locally developed programs comprised of at least one nationally recognised subject
▪ 5.1% were in non-nationally recognised programs including higher education qualifications.

Figure 7 Government-funded program enrolments by type of training, 2022 and 2023 - Australia
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Qualification enrolments

Qualification enrolments are comprised of training package qualifications and accredited qualifications.

In 2023, there were 1 257 415 enrolments in government-funded nationally recognised qualifications, an
increase of 5.4% from 2022. The majority of these qualification enrolments were in Certificate III (607
420 or 48.3% of all qualification enrolments), followed by Certificate IV (268 825 or 21.4%).

Figure 8 Government-funded nationally recognised qualification enrolments by level of education, 2022 and
2023 - Australia
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Note: This chart contains information on Training package qualifications and Accredited qualifications, and excludes higher education
qualifications

In 2023, Engineering and related technologies was the most popular known field of education (232 490 or
18.5%) for government-funded nationally recognised qualification enrolments, followed by Society and
culture (196 310 or 15.6%).
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Figure 9 Government-funded nationally recognised qualification enrolments by field of education, 2022 and
2023 - Australia
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Note: This chart contains information on Training package qualifications and Accredited qualifications, and excludes higher education
qualifications

In 2023, of those 1 151 200 government-funded nationally recognised training package qualification
enrolments, Community Services held the largest share (257 530 or 22.4%), followed by Business Services
(118 170 or 10.3%).

Figure 10 Government-funded nationally recognised qualification enrolments by top 10 training packages, 2022
and 2023 - Australia
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Note: This chart is subset of Training package qualifications only.
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Qualification completions

In 2023, there were 326 515 government-funded nationally recognised qualification completions. This
number will be revised with subsequent releases of Government-funded students and courses.

The highest proportion of qualifications completed in 2023 were at Certificate III level (45.1%), followed
by Certificate II (20.8%).

Figure 11 Government-funded nationally recognised qualification completions by level of education, 2022 and
2023 - Australia

44 545

58 540

152 000

60 565

12 950

34 415

63 180

147 150

68 015

13 750

Diploma or higher

Certificate IV

Certificate III

Certificate II

Certificate I

0 20 000 40 000 60 000 80 000 100 000 120 000 140 000 160 000 180 000

Subject Enrolments

In 2023, there were 10 955 305 enrolments in government-funded VET subjects in Australia.

Of these, 133 105 (1.2%) were in stand-alone subjects, consisting of:
▪ stand-alone nationally recognised subjects (64 910), up 1.5% on 2022, which are comprised of units of
competency and accredited units
▪ stand-alone non-nationally recognised subjects (68 195), up 20.2% on 2022, which are modules.

2022 2023

Note: This chart contains information on Training package qualifications and Accredited qualifications, and excludes higher education
qualifications
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Figure 12 Government-funded stand-alone subject enrolments by subject type, 2022 and 2023 - Australia
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Figure 13 Government-funded stand-alone subject enrolments by top 5 units of competency, 2022 and 2023 -
Australia
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Note: Data in the figure above are based on stand-alone nationally recognised subject enrolments in units of competency only. In instances
where multiple units of competency have an equal number of enrolments, the 5th rank for Qld and NT was randomly selected among the tied
units.
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Historical time series data

Time series data from 2003 to 2023 are displayed in the following graphs. Note that reporting changes
may impact comparability across years; refer to the notes accompanying Historical time series of
government-funded VET in Australia, from 1981 for more information.

Figure 14 Government-funded students and full-year training equivalents (FYTEs), 2003 to 2023 ('000) - Australia
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Figure 15 Government-funded program enrolments, 2003 to 2023 ('000) - Australia
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Figure 16 Government-funded qualifications completions, 2003 to 2023 ('000) - Australia
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Note: The number of completions in recent years will be revised with subsequent releases of Government-funded students and courses.
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