International VET students
Training activity (administrative data collection – source Total VET students and courses 2021)
NCVER has collected data on international VET students since 2015.
The data collected cover students who undertook nationally recognised training delivered by Australian RTOs to international students in both onshore (Australia) and offshore locations.
In 2021, there were 213,000 international VET students, of which:
90% undertook their training in Australia; and
10% offshore
Table 1	International VET students by location of training delivery, 2015 to 2021
	International fee-for-service
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021

	Onshore (Australia)
	114 505
	128 610
	147 715
	173 460
	200 265
	204 740
	192 025

	Offshore
	26 100
	24 435
	26 505
	21 615
	25 400
	18 045
	21 085

	Total
	140 605
	153 045
	174 035
	194 675
	225 335
	222 615
	213 035

	Percent change on previous year (%)
	NA
	8.8
	13.7
	11.9
	15.7
	-1.2
	-4.3



International onshore VET students
Between 2015 to 2021, the highest number of international onshore VET students were born in India, with the exception of 2017 when the number of students born in China (excluding SARs and Taiwan) was higher.
In 2021, about 21% of international onshore VET students were born in India.
The majority (99.8%) of international onshore program enrolments were in a qualification at certificate I or above. Of these:
56% were in a Diploma or higher-level qualification.
57% of international onshore VET students were enrolled part-time
Table 2	International onshore VET program enrolments by level of education, 2015 to 2021
	Onshore VET program enrolments
	2017
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021

	Graduate diploma
	305
	1 125
	1 895
	3 355
	4 670

	Graduate certificate
	60
	145
	590
	790
	830

	Advanced diploma
	28 710
	31 785
	35 210
	40 210
	42 045

	Diploma
	65 665
	79 520
	95 405
	96 695
	97 540

	Certificate IV
	48 530
	51 800
	55 730
	62 110
	62 005

	Certificate III
	41 290
	40 915
	49 950
	52 530
	48 280

	Certificate II
	9 405
	7 245
	5 415
	4 075
	2 480

	Certificate I
	2 810
	1 770
	775
	430
	230

	Non-AQF level
	605
	605
	515
	410
	640

	Total
	197 380
	214 915
	245 480
	260 605
	258 720



Table 3	International onshore VET program enrolments in the top 10 training pages, 2021
	Top 10 training packages
	Program enrolments
	% of total

	Business Services (BSA, BSB)
	102 165
	39.5

	Tourism, Travel and Hospitality (SIT, THH, THT)
	69 920
	27.0

	Community Services (CHC)
	22 250
	8.6

	Automotive Industry Retail, Service and Repair (AUR)
	15 465
	6.0

	Information and Communications Technology (ICA, ICT)
	9 995
	3.9

	Construction, Plumbing & Services Integrated Framework (BCF, BCG, BCP, CPC)
	8 865
	3.4

	Financial Services (FNA, FNB, FNS)
	5 245
	2.0

	Health (HLT)
	3 935
	1.5

	Sport, Fitness and Recreation (SIS, SRC, SRF, SRO, SRS)
	2 235
	0.9

	Creative Arts and Culture (CUA, CUE, CUF, CUS, CUV)
	1 820
	0.7





International offshore VET students
Between 2015 to 2021, the majority of international offshore VET students were born in China (excluding SARs and Taiwan).
In 2021, about 54% of international offshore VET students were born in China.
68% of international offshore VET students were enrolled part-time
The majority (97%) of international offshore program enrolments were in a qualification at certificate I or above.  Of these:
60% were in a Diploma or higher-level qualification.
Table 4	International offshore VET program enrolments by level of education, 2015 to 2021
	Offshore VET program enrolments
	2017
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021

	Graduate diploma
	5
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Graduate certificate
	15
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Advanced diploma
	3,470
	3,205
	3,525
	2,245
	2,405

	Diploma
	12,560
	8,705
	10,915
	7,450
	11,785

	Certificate IV
	5,770
	4,295
	4,950
	3,640
	3,630

	Certificate III
	4,990
	4,060
	4,440
	3,280
	3,340

	Certificate II
	955
	1,025
	1,045
	1,285
	1,765

	Certificate I
	385
	470
	410
	250
	760

	Non-AQF level
	10
	85
	635
	805
	705

	Total
	28,155
	21,850
	25,920
	18,960
	24,390


 


Table 5	International offshore VET program enrolments in the top 10 training pages, 2021
	Training package
	Program enrolments
	% of total

	Business Services (BSA, BSB)
	4 645
	19.0

	Tourism, Travel and Hospitality (SIT, THH, THT)
	4 220
	17.3

	Transmission, Distribution and Rail (UET, UTT)
	3 850
	15.8

	Financial Services (FNA, FNB, FNS)
	1 810
	7.4

	Construction, Plumbing & Services Integrated Framework (BCF, BCG, BCP, CPC)
	1 635
	6.7

	Information and Communications Technology (ICA, ICT)
	1 165
	4.8

	Metal and Engineering (MEM)
	630
	2.6

	Sport, Fitness and Recreation (SIS, SRC, SRF, SRO, SRS)
	555
	2.3

	Community Services (CHC)
	490
	2.0

	Training and Education (BSZ, TAA, TAE)
	435
	1.8




Qualification completion rates (administrative data – source VET qualification completion rates 2021)
NCVER calculates completion rates for VET qualifications.
Completion rates for VET qualifications commencing in 2017, the latest year for which observed actual rates are available, were:
45.9% for all qualifications, up from 43.8% for qualifications that commenced in 2016
40.3% for fee-for-service qualifications undertaken by domestic students, up from 36.0% for qualifications that commenced in 2016
63.7% for fee-for-service qualifications undertaken by international students, down from 64.2% for qualifications that commenced in 2016.



Satisfaction and post-training outcomes (survey data - source International onshore VET qualification completer outcomes)
Since 2017, NCVER has included international students who completed a nationally recognised VET qualification in Australia as an additional component to the annual National Student Outcomes Survey.
The latest release of information (in International onshore VET qualification completer outcomes 2022) provides a summary of the outcomes of international students who completed a nationally recognised VET qualification in Australia during 2021 using data collected in mid-2022.
There were 74 216 international onshore qualification completers in scope of the international component of the 2022 survey, of which 62 440 received an invitation to complete the survey. Of these, 13 686 responded to the survey, representing a response rate of 21.9%.
Overall, 72.3% of international onshore qualification completers undertook training for employment-related reasons, 24.7% for personal reasons, and 3.0% for further study reasons.
The most common reasons for training were to:
develop or start my own business (23.0%)
improve general education skills (16.4%)
-gain extra skills for current job (14.8%).
Employment and further study outcomes
In 2022:
In total, 83.0% of international onshore qualification completers were employed after training, up 7.5 percentage points from 2021.  81.3% were employed in Australia, and 1.6% were employed in another country.
73.0% had an improved employment status after training, up 8.9 percentage points from 2021
49.5% were enrolled in further study after training, down 5.1 percentage points from 2021.
Barriers of employment
Of those looking for work at some stage after training, 82.3% faced at least one barrier when looking for work, down 7.0 percentage points from 2021. Of these:
The two most commonly cited barriers were:
lack of jobs due to COVID-19 (37.0%), down 14.1 percentage points from 2021, and
did not have a required permanent residency/work visa (32.7%), down 4.7 percentage points from 2021.
Satisfaction with training
As reported in 2022:
87.2% were satisfied with the training overall, up 1.8 percentage points from 2021
82.9% are likely to recommend their training provider, up 2.0 percentage points from 2021.
Note
In January 2022, the Australian Government announced a series of measures to provide an incentive for Student and Working Holiday Maker visa holders to return to Australia in response to workforce shortages caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.  This included removing the limit on Student visa holders’ working hours across all sectors of the economy.  Employment outcomes for international onshore qualification completers in 2022 may have been impacted by this policy and caution should be used when comparing data from 2022 with previous years.
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