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RESPONSE TO DISCUSSION PAPER 
The National Centre for Vocational Education Research (NCVER) is an independent body responsible for collecting, managing, analysing, evaluating and communicating research and statistics about tertiary education and training. For this submission NCVER has limited its comments to the section of the discussion paper on transparency. 
Transparency 
21. Should the owners of accredited courses be required to publish additional information about their course? If so, how much information should be published?
NCVER supports increased transparency around the accredited units and modules that make up accredited courses. Currently only a small number of accredited units are presented on training.gov.au (TGA). NCVER recommends that the following information is provided on TGA for all accredited units/modules within accredited courses:

· Unique identifier (max length – 12 characters)

· Name (max length – 100 characters)

· Field of education (to 6 digit level).

This would align with the information available on TGA for training package units of competency and would improve data quality for these nationally recognised training components.
In 2015, 404,500 enrolments
 in nationally accredited courses were reported to NCVER as part of the expanded national VET collection (total VET activity). The inclusion of information about this training on TGA would reduce the reporting burden on RTOs delivering this training, as the national data standard (AVETMISS) permits RTOs to leave the Field of education element blank when the identifier and name can be matched on TGA. 
The scope of the Unique Student Identifier (USI) transcript is dependent on accredited units being included on TGA for verification purposes.  The USI transcript service only includes accredited units that are reported as part of training programs displayed on TGA (qualification, accredited course, or skill set) or where the unit is displayed on TGA (if not undertaken as part of a training program).  NCVER support the publishing of all accredited units on TGA to ensure that these units are included on a student’s USI transcript.

Standards for VET Accredited Courses
Please also note that the Standards for VET Accredited Courses (Appendix 1 to Standards for VET Accredited Courses, Section A: Applicant and course classification information, point 7) should be updated to remove the reference to ASCO as the current occupation classification is ANZSCO. Course developers should use the latest version of the ANZSCO classification - available from NCVER’s website
.

Related Research

A forthcoming (November 2016) NCVER publication: Misko J, Korbel P, forthcoming, Uptake and utility of VET qualifications, NCVER, Adelaide
 , which considers the use of training packages and the qualifications within them may be useful for this review.  The report recommends further research on the quantum and nature of enrolments in accredited courses, whether there are any overlaps with training package qualifications, and whether they are filling the gap by developing courses as industry demands.
� https://www.ncver.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0031/59584/Total-VET-students-and-courses-2015.pdf


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.ncver.edu.au/publications/publications/all-publications/statistical-standard-software/anzsco-identifier,-revision-2-occupation" �https://www.ncver.edu.au/publications/publications/all-publications/statistical-standard-software/anzsco-identifier,-revision-2-occupation� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.ncver.edu.au/about/research/research-projects/in-house-research/uptake-and-utility-of-vet-qualifications" �https://www.ncver.edu.au/about/research/research-projects/in-house-research/uptake-and-utility-of-vet-qualifications�
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