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17 September 2013

Ms Kim Farley-Larmour
Specialist Director
National Centre for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Statistics
Australian Bureau of Statistics
PO Box 10, Chandler St
BELCONNEN  ACT  2616
Dear Ms Farley-Larmour,
Input into the ABS review of the Indigenous Standard
I am writing in response to your 6 Aug 2013 email request for input into the ABS review of the Indigenous Standard in 2013. 
NCVER is the custodian the National VET Provider Collection, National Apprentice and Trainee Collection, and National VET in Schools Collection. Underpinning these collections is the Australian Vocational Education and Training Management Information Statistical Standard (AVETMIS Standard). Where possible, we use ABS standards in the AVETMIS Standard. The Standard Indigenous Question is an example of this as it is used in the AVETMIS Standard enrolment form for vocational education and training students (see Attachment A).
During a review of the AVETMIS Standard in 2010, we received feedback from stakeholders that they required greater clarity around the interpretation of the question ‘Are you of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander origin?’. Some international students who identify themselves as ‘Indigenous’ in their home country respond to the question in the affirmative. 
NCVER proposes an amendment to the Standard Indigenous Question to include the word ‘Australian’ to indicate that this relates to Australian Aboriginal status. The revised question would read ‘Are you of Australian Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander origin?’. This would improve the quality of NCVER’s data collections where they relate to Australian Indigenous students’ training activity.
If you require further information on this matter, or wish to discuss this further, please contact Katherine McGregor on katherine.mcgregor@ncver.edu.au or phone 08 8230 8428.

Yours sincerely
[image: ]


Rod Camm
Managing Director
enc. Attachment A, Pages 1-2  of NCVER Standard Enrolment Form 2014 with ABS Indigenous Question
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Attachment A

Standard Enrolment Questions

[bookmark: _Toc333908968][bookmark: _Toc333909486]Introduction
The following questions are provided to assist with collecting student data in an AVETMISS-compliant format. The use of standard enrolment questions supports the capture of compatible and comparable data over time. We recommend that the sequence and wording of questions are maintained. 
Data element names in italics below the questions link the standard enrolment question to the AVETMISS National VET Provider Collection specifications and the Data element definitions.
[bookmark: _Toc116464488][bookmark: _Toc333908969][bookmark: _Toc333909487]Personal details
1. Enter your full name 
	Family name (surname)
	

	Given names
	


Name for encryption
2. Enter your birth date
	Day/month/year
	
	
	


Date of birth
3. Sex (Tick ONE box only)
	[bookmark: Check1]Male
	|_| M

	Female
	[bookmark: Check2]|_| F


Sex
4. What is the address of your usual residence?
Please provide the physical address (street number and name not post office box) where you usually reside rather than any temporary address at which you reside for training, work or other purposes before returning to your home. 
If you are from a rural area use the address from your state’s or territory’s ‘rural property addressing’ or ‘numbering’ system as your residential street address. 
	Building/property name
	

	Flat/unit details
	

	Street or lot number (e.g. 205 or Lot 118)
	

	Street name
	

	Suburb, locality or town
	

	State/territory
	

	Postcode 
	


Address building/property name
Address flat/unit details
Address street number
Address street name
Address location — suburb, locality or town 
State identifier 
Postcode 




5. What is your postal address (if different from above)?
	Building/property name

	Flat/unit details

	Street or lot number (e.g. 205 or Lot 118)

	Street name

	Postal delivery information (e.g. PO Box 254)

	Suburb, locality or town

	State/territory

	Postcode


Address building/property name
Address flat/unit details
Address street number
Address street name
Address postal delivery box
Address location — suburb, locality or town
State identifier
Postcode
[bookmark: _Toc116464489][bookmark: _Toc333908970][bookmark: _Toc333909488]Language and cultural diversity
6. In which country were you born? 
	Australia
	|_| 1101

	Other – please specify
	


Country identifier
7. Do you speak a language other than English at home? 
(If more than one language, indicate the one that is spoken most often)
	No, English only
	|_| 1201
	English only – Go to question 9

	Yes, other – please specify
	
	


Language identifier
8. How well do you speak English? 
	Very well
	|_| 1

	Well
	|_| 2

	Not well
	|_| 3

	Not at all
	|_| 4


Proficiency in spoken English identifier

9. Are you of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander origin? 
(For persons of both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander origin, mark both ‘Yes’ boxes)
	No
	|_|

	Yes, Aboriginal
	|_|

	Yes, Torres Strait Islander
	|_|


Indigenous status identifier
[bookmark: _Toc116464490][bookmark: _Toc333908971][bookmark: _Toc333909489]Disability
10. Do you consider yourself to have a disability, impairment or long-term condition? 
	Yes
	|_| Y
	

	No
	|_| N
	No – Go to question 12


Disability flag


		2
image2.emf

image1.wmf
 


image3.wmf

